One of the most important events in an individual's life is the decision to marry.'
The age at marriage is often considered as an index of when children are finally accepted as mature adults by their parents and the rest of the community. In most western societies the act of marriage has depended on the ability of the young couple to establish a new household and it usually marks the beginning of raising a family. The age at first marriage and the proportion ofthe population ever-marrying are also of great importance to the society as a whole, since the marriage pattern determined to a large degree birth rates in the pre-industrial period. Yet (Franklin, 1955 Vinovskis, 1971; and Vinovskis, 1974: 2-8. addition, other historians have stressed the importance of the sexual imbalance in frontier areas of the United States in accounting for the relatively early age at first marriage of women (see Moller, 1945; Hecht, 1973;  Thompson, 1974:21-59 Anderson, 1976. 4 For a very useful discussion of the patterns of marriages in various societies, see Coale, 1971 Becker, 1974; and Freiden, 1974 . None of these models, however, has been sufficiently developed to be of immediate use to us in our analysis of fertility patterns in mid-nineteenth-century America. There has been some interesting work done on marriage patterns at the household level using a life cycle approach. For example, see Chudacoff, 1978 . For a more general discussion of the use of life course analysis for the study of family history, see Elder, 1978; and Vinovskis, 1977a. (Yasuba, 1961; Forster and Tucker, 1972; Leet, 1975 Williamson, 1965; and Lampard, 1968:110- (Yasuba, 1961:126-127 (Dixon, 1971 Johnston, 1972:159-168; and Blalock, 1963:233-238 Alker, 1969:69-86; Vinovskis, 1977b Vinovskis, 1976b. 15 It is important to note that a study of the determinants of fertility differentials among New York counties in 1845 found that fertility levels were moderately, positively related to the availability of unimproved farmland. Though the direction of that relationship was as anticipated, its strength was much less than predicted by many of the economic historians working in this area; see Vinovskis, 1976c. in 1850 and 1860 and among Massachusetts townships in 1860 that the sex ratio of the population was one of the best predictors of fertility differentials even after controlling for the influence of other socioeconomic factors (Vinovskis, 1976a 
